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TOPARCH  
O’ Sciots, family and friends, 
Blessings and holiday cheer, to you and yours! 
 

I would like to thank all of those who came out and joined us for our 
annual Christmas dinner. I was pleased that we were, again, able to 
accommodate our guests from the Serene House. While not all 
reservations were kept, we had quality over quantity in 
attendance… and some were even able to enjoy seconds. Again, a 
big thank you to our fellow Sciot, Mark DiPiazza, and his wife 
Maralyn, for taking care of our catering needs. Thank you, DiPiazza 
family.  
 

Additional thanks go out to the usual suspects:  Joan and Duane 
Nead; Margaret and Jan Eligh; Christine and John Hanley; and Jan 
and Chuck Bruggeman… the Past Pharaohs and their wives 
continually go beyond their call of duty, and without them, our 
Pyramid would not be as majestic as it is. We are continually 
blessed by your, selfless, service. Thank you. 
 

And, I would also like to acknowledge and give a special thanks to, 
O’ Sciot, Past Toparch, Alfredo Bon. This Brother has been a great 
pillar of support for me, in the handling of my affairs, as Toparch. 
The Brother truly knows the meaning of our mantra, to Boost One 
another. I am moved beyond words, and most grateful to you for 
your assistance and guidance. Thank you, Fred (GO IRISH!). 
 

Tag-Alongs, what can I say? Thank you, ladies, for all of your 
contributions. We are indebted. 
 

There are so many people that deserve recognition for their service, 
please forgive me if I have, seemingly, not noticed, or forgotten to 
give you accolades here. Know, that nothing goes missed in my 
eyes or in my heart, and that I am, aware, and thankful for all of you, 
doing your part. As, now, Senior Warden of International City Lodge, 
I will be relying on quite a few of you during my office as Toparch, 
and while studying for my Masters year. It gives me strength, to look 
out at my Brothers, and know that I have that pool of knowledge, 
from which this young Toparch can draw wisdom and good council. 
 

And, last but not least, I am most thankful for the speedy recovery of 
our beloved Scribe, and Past Pharaoh, Chuck Bruggeman. If all 
things fall by the waste side, and the world has been less organized 
or in a continuum of perpetual unknowing… those things are trivial, 
as relates to your being here with us now. Cheers, Brother. 
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 That being that, please make your reservations to come out and 
join us for our January session and dinner at the Forbidden City. 
Meeting starts promptly at 4:PM {officers, please come early if 
you can… 3:PM. That we might practice our degree work}. 
 

From the Toparch and his Family, to you and yours… blessings, 
happy holidays, and a most healthy and prosperous New Year.  
Cheers. 

Santiago McCurdy Lopez, The Toparch. 
___________________________________________________________ 

Reservations for the January dinner at Forbidden City are to 
be made through Duane and Joan Nead by Jan 8th. The cost 
is $10.00/person.        (562) 438–6239  or  jnead@hotmail.com 
___________________________________________________________ 

  Happy “JANUARY” Birthdays    
_______________________________________________ 

SCRIBE  
HEAR YE, HEAR YE, HEAR YE! All Sciots without a yellow 2013 
Dues Card are in arrears for 2013. The Sciot year ends on 30 Sep 
and begins on 1 Oct. We are 34 members short from a “full and 
favorable” report on Dues. Please help me close out the books on 
Dues early this year. 

PP Chuck Bruggeman, Scribe 
___________________________________________________________ 
Message from Jan Bruggeman – For those who didn’t  know... 
On Sunday Dec 2nd, Chuck had a “hic-cup” in his life. While 
walking Rochelle’s dog at 7:15 a.m., he fell (thinking he tripped on 
something when his right leg gave out). He got up and continued 
the walk. When he got home, he felt light-headed (he is a 
diabetic), so he ate some cereal. When putting the milk in the 
refrigerator, his right hand and arm went numb. He fell to the floor 
and tried to call out my name. Rochelle & I heard him hit the floor; 
his complete right side was paralyzed, his speech was garbled, 
and was incoherent. I immediately called 911 and said I needed 
the paramedics; I believed he had a stroke. They are located 
down the street and arrived in 5 minutes; started the oxygen, etc; 
and took him to Memorial Hospital. They administered TPA to 
dissolve the small clot and by Monday, he was doing better. 
Tuesday, he was okay and they were doing the last minute tests 
before releasing him. Wednesday, he came home with no rehab 
and was back to work that week...our family was blessed.      
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Notes from Christine Hanley for January: 
 

Every year in January, people make New Year resolutions for 
behaviors they want to improve or reform upon in anticipation 
of the upcoming year. Per Wikipedia, the ancient Babylonians 
made promises to their gods that they would return borrowed 
objects and pay their debts. The Romans made promises to 
their god Janus, for which January is named. During 
Medieval times, the knights made a “peacock vow” each year 
to commit to chivalry. Jumping ahead to the 21

st
 century, the 

most common I have always heard is to lose weight or eat 
healthier.  
 

Quoting Frank Ra (author of the New Year's resolution book 
"A course in happiness"….“Peer-support makes a difference 
in success rate with new year's resolutions.” Boost your 
fellow Sciots and start the year off by enjoying dinner at the 
“Forbidden City” Restaurant of Long Beach. The buffet 
menu has been carefully chosen for your pleasure from their 
gourmet Chinese cuisine.  
 

Your dining experience will be in a fung shui museum quality 
setting, which should help you relax and refresh from the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday season. You may look them 
up on the internet; their website is up on the internet, their 
website is www.forbiddencitylongbeach.com. AND the beauty 
of it all is NO CLEAN UP!!!  
 

Reservations are a must and need to be received by 
1/8/13. The cost is only $10.00 per person and dinner will be 
served at 6:00 P.M. Please contact Joan or Duane Nead via 
telephone at 562-438-6239 or email at jnead@hotmail.com. 
Carpooling is encouraged and we should leave the lodge as 
close to 5:30 P.M. as possible. A hint on the parking situation 
is to park in the Albertsons parking lot that is behind Hof’s 
Hut. If you need directions, please let us know. 
_____________________________________________________________   

 
 

Notes from Joan for December 
 

I hope everyone had a good time at the Christmas Party with  
our guests from Serene House. I heard nothing but positive 
comments about the dinner and desserts. Santiago has 
assured me that 100 plates were served so I know some 
enjoyed more than one serving. I enjoyed having the 
entertainment during the meal. 

Volume XII, Issue 4                   January, 2013 

 
I know that if I tried to thank everyone individually for their 
help in making the dinner, raffle, and boutique a success 
that I would miss someone, so I’m just going to say 
THANKS so much for everyone that supported the Tag-A-
Longs and the Pyramid in making the evening a success. 
 

 
January’s Flower of the month is the Carnation: 

 

The carnation is a plant that originated in the Near East 
over 2000 years ago. Carnations belong to the genus 
Dianthus, a Greek word meaning "heavenly flower." This 
bloom expresses love, fascination, and distinction. 
Carnations were originally found in a light pink color. 
However, today they have been refined into many other 
colors including red, white, purple, and green. Each color of 
a carnation has a different meaning:  
 

 Pink carnations are said to be a symbol of a 
mother's undying love 

 Light red symbolizes admiration, while dark red 
symbolizes a deep love 

 White symbolizes both pure love and luck 

 Striped carnations symbolize regret 

 Purple carnations are said to indicate 
capriciousness 

 Green carnations are used predominantly on St. 
Patrick's Day 
 

The carnation is extremely popular given its combination of 
attractiveness, longevity, and clove-like fragrance. It's 
commonly used in corsages, wedding bouquets, or simply 
pinned to one's lapel. 
 

I hope you and yours had an enjoyable Christmas and New 
Year. 

Joan Nead, President 
__________________________________________________________ 

SATURDAY – JANUARY 12, 2013 
        4:00 p.m......Tag-A-Longs Meeting 
        5:30 p.m......Carpool for Dinner 
        6:00 p.m......Dinner at “Forbidden City” Restaurant  
 

Call Joan or Duane Nead for reservations by Jan. 8th 
562/438-6239 or jnead@hotmail.com   Cost: $10/person  
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